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FATHER KEVIN SAYS...  

“Dear Friends, our readings at Mass today are rather fearsome, 
for Christ presents the Church (His Body, as per the teaching 
of the Apostles) as a vine with branches fruitful and not. And 
He says that the fruitful will be pruned, that they may bear more 
fruit, whereas the unfruitful will be trimmed away and tossed 
upon a fire. He presents no guarantee that all of the vine will 
always be fruitful, and that suggests that the way we choose to 
lead our lives, making good use or bad of the graces made 
available to us by God, will determine our being fruitful. May 
we be always fruitful, and may Holy God be merciful with our 
faults and weaknesses. This laboured passage about remaining 
in Christ to bear fruit emphasises the likelihood that Christians 
may not always remain in Christ, and we have bitter experience 
of family and friends of ours who have fallen away in just this 
way. S. John says in our second reading that we must be honest 
with our adherence to the teaching of Christ, not saying one 
thing and doing another, not pitting our own opinions and 
judgements against the Will of God. The same Apostle 
therefore says in Gospel and letter that following the teaching 
of Christ is how we remain in Him and He in us. This involves 
some self-sacrifice, as we observe in the story in our first 
reading of S. Paul who, now a Christian, has arrived in 
Jerusalem to submit himself to the Apostolic Church and join 
in their common mission. God grant us the humility of S. Paul 
and the steadfastness of the Apostles.” 
 
Father Kevin maintains a blog, with which you could have more 
from him, if you wish, and which can be accessed at this link: 
frkevinstjosephsderby.blogspot.com/ 

Mass intentions 
 

Sunday the 2nd 
8.00 am 
10.30 am 

FIFTH 
SUNDAY of  
EASTER 

 
People of  the Parish 
Patrick Farrell RIP 

Monday the 3rd SS Philip & 
James, 
Apostles 

Pope Francis &  
Bishop Patrick 

Tuesday the 4th 
12 noon 

The English 
Martyrs 

Funeral Annie (Nancy) 
Prendergast RIP 

Wednesday the 
5th 10.30 am 

Easter Feria Intentions of  John 
Taylor 

Thursday the 6th Easter Feria Eileen McKenna 

Friday the 7th Easter Feria Holy Souls 

Saturday the 8th Easter Feria All Health Service 
workers 

Sunday the 9th 
8.00 am 
10.30 am 

SIXTH 
SUNDAY of  
EASTER 

 
Intentions of  John Till 
People of  the Parish 
 

  
 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

As we are unable to attend daily Mass, you might like to use this prayer to express our faith in Christ and His Presence in 
the Eucharist, and we ask him to unite Himself with us.  
 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
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Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen. 

 

NEWS 

The Holy Father on Immaculate Conception day declared the beginning of a ‘Year of Saint Joseph,’ which should last 
until the 8th of December, 2021, and as you can expect that means great things for our parish, being as it is dedicated to the 
Holy Carpenter. In ordinary circumstances, we could have arranged ways to celebrate our Holy Patron in the next twelve 
months, but we are still tied by the present regulations. We shall still do our best; for example, we shall make it a habit to 
recite the litany of St. Joseph, which lists his several titles and helps to the Church. 
 
Lead Lay Chaplain Required. There are vacancies for two Lead Lay Chaplains within the Diocese of Nottingham, at the St 
Thérèse of Lisieux Catholic Multi Academy Trust and also the St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust. Further details 
are available at  www.stl-cmat.org.uk/vacancies or www.srscmat.co.uk/vacancies. Closing date: 4 May 2021. 
 

Senior Safeguarding Coordinator:  The Catholic Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint an experienced Safeguarding 
Professional to lead and manage its Safeguarding Service. Working with the Bishop, the Diocesan Trustees, Safeguarding 
Commission and Clergy and Parishes of the Diocese, this person will lead and develop safeguarding strategy and practice 
to the highest levels, and implement national policies and procedures fully and consistently. For more information and an 
application pack email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk. Closing date 11th April 2021. Interviews are expected to take 
place in person week commencing Monday 19th April 2021. 
 

‘Being a Missionary Disciple: After the great success of Bishop Patrick’s Lent Talks on Discipleship, the Formation for 
Mission Team are offering two talks on Zoom in May on ‘being a Missionary Disciple’. The first talk ‘The Ascension & the 
Great Commission’ will be given by Canon Christopher Thomas (General Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference of 
England & Wales) on Thursday 13th May at 7pm. This talk will explore the importance of the Ascension and how we 
can live Jesus final instructions to us. The second talk ‘Pentecost & Mission’ will be given by Pippa Baker (A Catholic 
Missionary, Speaker & Musician) on Wednesday 19th May at 7pm. This talk will examine the significance of Pentecost 
for us and how the Holy Spirit equips us for mission in our every day lives. To register visit: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk’  
 
Easter Talks: 13th May at 7.00pm 13th May and 19th May, via Zoom.  1st talk, 13th May: ‘Ascension and the Great Commission’ 
by Canon Christopher Thomas, Secretary to the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. 2nd talk, 19th May: ‘Pentecost and 
Mission’ by Pippa Baker, Fulltime Lay Missionary. Sign up on the diocesan website: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 

The Word and the Common Good: starts Monday 7th June.at 7.00 pm You are invited to join Catholics from around the 
Diocese of Nottingham for an interactive online course over six Monday evenings in June and July.  A rare opportunity to sow 
seeds of the Gospel. (1) Discover how Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching can help us seize this moment and build a society 
that reflects God's Kingdom. (2) Build bridges following a year of social distancing and foster a new 'culture of encounter.’ (3) 
Form new friendships, renew old ones, and help to build our parish communities for mission. To find out more 
visit www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/here-now-us  
 

Revolution of Tenderness:  As we emerge from lockdown into the 'new normal', God is calling each of us afresh. The diocese 
is offering a series of initiatives and events inspired by Pope Francis called Revolution of Tenderness, to help us answer that 
call.  The invitation comes from Caritas, the new diocesan network supporting social action, and includes: 
 

▪ Prepare the Future: Practical workshop on 2 June and regularly thereafter, to help parish activities and outreach start up 
again. 
 

▪ Kindle the Fire: Online prayer for the eve of Pentecost to mark the launch of Caritas. 
 

▪ Lend an Ear: A diocesan listening campaign to rebuild social friendship and understanding after the pandemic. 
 

▪ The Word and the Common Good: Workshops on Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching on Monday evenings in June and 
July. 
 

Everyone is welcome - visit dioceseofnottingham.uk/revolution-of-tenderness for ways to join in. 
 
Complete the survey: How has Covid-19 Affected You and Your Faith? Bishop Patrick would like to hear from you! 
The Diocese of Nottingham has launched a short survey in order to deepen its understanding of Covid-19’s impact on all 
Catholics across the diocese. Bishop Patrick is eager to know more about peoples’ experiences of the pandemic, with a 
view to ensuring that the faithful are well supported and understood in the years ahead. Please 
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visit https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/whats-on/news/share-your-story-how-has-covid-19-affected-you-and-your-
faith and fill out the short questionnaire. Please encourage other parishioners to do so. 
The deadline for submissions is July 4th 2021. 

 
Live Stream Mass for the Sick, their Families and Care-Givers offered by Bishop Patrick every Thursday at 7pm. 
 
Grapevine. The latest issue is now available here: https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/whats-on/grapevine-e-bulletin. 
 
YOU CAN NOW DONATE to your parish via the Diocesan website go to https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk and 
you will see a yellow button at the top of the page ‘On line giving’. Just click on it and follow the simple instructions. You 
can now also donate via the mass booking page. In both cases please make sure you indicate your donation is for St Joseph’s. 
Derby. Otherwise your donation will go to Nottingham Diocese. 

 

THE COMMUNITY THIS WEEK 

Please remember the families and friends of all who have died recently and those whose anniversaries are around this 
time. Please also remember another of our sisters, Nancy Prendergast RIP, who passed away recently, and whose funeral 
Mass will be on Tuesday next at 12.00 am. by invitation only. Please also keep in your prayers the family and friends of 
Colin Wilkinson whose funeral will be on 12th May at 9.30 am. again by invitation only. Prayers are especially asked for 
Robert McNaulty RIP who died recently and had no family. 
 
Please keep in your prayers all those who are sick in whatever way around the world especially those in our parish, all 
those in hospital, nursing homes and being looked after at home. Also remember those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time. Most importantly all those who work in the NHS striving heroically to keep us 
all safe, the emergency services, the drivers & supermarket staff, postmen, refuse collectors and all those helping to keep 
the country going. 
 
Keeping the church building open. Before second lockdown, we had successfully installed a 10.30am Mass on Sunday 
mornings, with the assistance of our band of volunteer stewards, and then added a second Mass on Sunday afternoons 
(Malayalam language) for the Syro-Malabar community.  
As is now obvious, we have become very dependent on volunteers to keep the church open. Are you able to help 
steward at our Masses? We need more volunteers for the Masses we currently celebrate so if you would like to help keep 
the church open please email your details to parish@stjosephderby.org.uk. We may possibly begin a Vigil Mass on Saturdays, 
following an agreement with the deanery priests; I still have that in mind, but we need to see first if the present restrictions 
will in any way be eased in the next two months.  
To attend all our Masses, you will need to book via www.massbooking.uk (or call 0771 4521644 if you don’t have access to 
the internet); please note that, because of the system, booking will not be available until 7 days prior to the date of the Mass 
you wish to attend. PLEASE NOTE if you are not able to take the seat you have booked for any reason PLEASE 
cancel your booking in the same way.  
 
The Old Mass (TLM) For the last two Sundays, Mass has been offered in the older form of the Roman Rite at 8.00 am 
and there seems to be a steadily growing congregation then. This is the Mass as it was until roughly 1970, and offered in the 
Latin language. Please book in the usual way, as above. Thank you to those stewards who have volunteered to make this 
possible. We still need more stewards to enable us to staff the variously-timed Masses at the church. 
 
A quick note about weekday Masses: because of the generosity of our band of stewards, we have now established a 
weekly public Wednesday Mass at 10.30 and Weekday Masses on other days continue at 10.30, but usually in private; we 
can only make them public in the presence of two stewards, and we would need to guarantee the presence of those two 
stewards to list them as public. 
 
Mass Intentions. Fr Kevin continues to celebrate Mass in private each day. If you would like to have a Mass Intention 
please email us (parish@stjosephderby.org.uk)  with the details, we will endeavour to meet any requests for specific dates 
where possible. You can send your offering either by cheque or by using the bank details below. 
 
Coffee after Sunday Mass via Zoom If you would like to join us for a video-conferencing social, please ring 343777 
for the access instructions. This has taken place consistently at 12.00 and continues this Sunday. It is thoroughly informal 
and the conversation is various, as is usual at the tea and coffee meetings after Masses that we are no longer permitted to 
have at this time. I do appreciate that many of you do not wish to use video conferencing, but it’s either that or lose the 
regular society of our parish. I should add that you shouldn’t feel imprisoned by the meeting, and you may certainly dip in 
and out as you like during the interval from 12.00 to 13.30. 
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Bible study via Zoom. Some of our parishioners had expressed an interest in a regular bible study session last year, and 
the only way this can be done anymore seems to be with video-conferencing. We are still at the foot of Mount Horeb with 
the Israelites, recently escaped from Egypt, and Moses has gone up and it’s been days (what shall we do, Aaron?). If you are 
in any way interested in joining in, do call at the house or send e-mail (parish@stjosephderby.org.uk). 
 
Weekly rosary via Zoom. I’ve put this down for Wednesdays at 7pm, although this may vary if we return to the busy-ness 
of former days. Call at the house or send e-mail if you would like to join in. We continue this Wednesday with the Joyful 
Mysteries. 
 
Do you know of anyone who does not have a computer and therefore no access to our website and newsletter? If so, 
please let us know or ask them to contact us by phone (343777) so we can take their details and communicate with them in 
an alternative way. We’re prepared to mail newsletters around, so let us know if you would like that. All precautions will be 
taken with the handling of papers that are mailed out. 

 

LIFE ISSUES – supporting life, from conception to natural death 

Let us remember all mothers in this month dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, that they may find good support in moments 
of vulnerability from family, friends and from society. 
 
Recently, we marked the 50th anniversary of the Abortion Act of 1967, which has led to the loss of some 8.8 million 
lives, in a horrendous tragedy. To hear Lord Alton’s public speech outside Parliament on this occasion, please find a way 
of watching the YouTube video at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvQYnKdWErQ. 
 
Please keep in mind the people of Northern Ireland at the moment. The new Severe Fetal Impairment Abortion 
(Amendment) Bill will now remove some of the protections for babies with disabilities including Down’s syndrome, cleft 
lip and club foot. These children can now be singled out for abortion in Northern Ireland because of their disability and 
can be aborted right up to birth. 
 
Right to Life UK suggests that you ask your MP to support a NEW amendment to help stop forced abortion in Xinjiang, 
China, which is being inflicted on the massively-abused women of the Uyghur Muslim community. Lord Alton is currently 
championing a new amendment to the Trade Bill, to help put international pressure on the Chinese Communist Party to 
end systematic abuse made upon this minority community. The amendment passed in the Lords on 23 February by 367 
votes to 214, and is likely to be voted on in the Commons shortly. Please send e-mail, if you would, to your MP, asking 
them to support the amendment, you can do this easily using a tool which has been set up on the Genocide Response 
campaign website, which can be accessed by visiting this link: https://genocideresponse.org/ 
 

 

OUR PARISH SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL (SVP) CONFERENCE 

The SVP exists as a particular Catholic response to the prevalent forms of poverty and indigence in our society at large. The 
work of members of the society extends beyond the provision of financial support to individuals and families, focusing very 
much on visiting people who are sick, lonely, in prison or suffering from addictions. Person-to-person contact is essential, 
and spending time with those who wish it, very much in the spirit of the great French priest, Saint Vincent de Paul. 
 
The work of the Society has been affected, like so much else, by the present public health crisis, and our rather young 
conference at S. Joseph’s had to end their meetings early last year. Our members would like to re-establish old contacts and 
find new ones, as we return to work. At the moment, the best approach seems to be using telephones, while keeping to 
data-protection regulations. We would like to know therefore of anybody who would benefit from friendly telephone 
conversations at this rather difficult time, and if they would be pleased to provide their contact details to that end. 
Please contact the presbytery in the usual ways, by telephone, e-mail or post, and relevant information will be communicated 
to the SVP group. 
 
If you would like to join the parish SVP group, please contact us in the usual ways and you will be redirected. If you would 
like to give towards the costs of the work of the SVP, please use these details: SVP St Joseph – Derby, acct 51256029, sort 
60-60-04. There is now a bin near the entrance of the church, to receive dried foods or tinned food for distribution 
to those who may need them.  
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CHARITABLE GIVING 

Planned Giving If you belong to this system, wish to continue to donate but don’t wish to set up a standing order, which 
is the easiest way to donate, please put your donation into an envelope and place your number on the outside. This means 
we can still claim Gift Aid. It is that number which we need not the date. Thank you.  
It has been decided that, because of the current restrictions, we will retain the new boxes until such time as the restrictions 
have been lifted, which hopefully will not be too long now. In the meantime, please continue to give your generous 
donations as above. Thank you. 

Stay safe, everyone! 

OFFERTORY & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 

Some parishioners have asked how they can continue to make their offerings during the period our churches are closed.  This is much 
appreciated; our Parish needs your continued support at this time. Coronavirus has raised some very particular financial challenges for 
us.  Not only do we have no plate and envelope collection but we cannot hire out our parish rooms either.  We must, however, continue 
to pay for essentials such as our priests’ living expenses, the upkeep of our buildings and other ongoing costs.  
Of course, we realise that the current emergency is affecting many people’s income and they may not be able to continue their  level of 
offerings.  If this is the case, we fully understand, and our prayers are with you. 
If you currently pay by standing order, this will continue as usual unless you tell your bank to vary it.  
 
If you usually give by envelope or via cash in the collection, you could now donate via your online or telephone banking.  
You can either make individual payments whenever you like, or you can set up a regular gift by Standing Order.  This can 
be stopped at any time, for example, if you wish to resume giving by cash or envelope once Sunday Mass is resumed. 
For the purposes of setting up a regular gift via your online banking, the parish bank details are: 
Account Name: St Joseph Derby RCP 
Account number:  02115609 
Sort code: 30-92-59 
Please put your name (e.g. D SMITH) in the payment reference so we know the gift is from you. This is particularly important 
if we have a signed gift aid mandate from you.  If you normally use numbered envelopes you should quote your envelope 
number as the payment reference (so D SMITH, the holder of envelope 19, would be D SMITH ENV 19). 
If you are a UK taxpayer, you also have the option of adding Gift Aid, whereby the UK government adds a further 25% to 
your donation.  Anyone wishing to set up a new Gift Aid arrangement should contact the parish office via email 
parish@stjosephderby.org.uk as we are not able to process the usual paper applications at this time. 
If you would like help to pay in this way, please simply email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk   
Please provide your name and telephone number so that we can contact you. 
Our parish relies on donations to stay open and provide care and support to everyone in our community. Now more than 
ever, please consider giving generously to support our mission and ministry.   Thank you for your support. 
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