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Twenty fifth Sunday in ordinary time (A) 

 

20th September 2020 
 

"Dear friends, we must all surely remember the jubilee Year of Mercy that the Holy Father 

inaugurated a few years ago. The Mercy of God is surely His greatest attribute, as He Himself said 

to Saint Maria Faustyna, the Apostle of the Divine Mercy, in the 1930s. But this was not news; it 

was merely a reminder for us and an echo from down the millenia, for our first reading today (from 

the prophecies of Isaiah) in a few words sums up for us the constant call of God to mankind, we 

who are ever rebellious and pushing against the boundaries of what is good for us. So, Isaiah says, 

Let the sinner give up his sinful ways and his evil thoughts and turn to the generosity of God, Who 

is ever waiting for that sinner to return. So also, the responsorial psalm is about God being near to 

all who call upon Him. 

 

"So, God's love is generous, and that sets up the link of this prophecy of Isaiah to the parable in the 

gospel reading. The idea of the parable is very simple, even childish. If we realise that God's 

generosity is without bounds, far deeper than a human father's love for all his children, it would be 

easy for us to see that the reward for all those who return to Him is the same - the same embrace, 

the same eternal promise. But the human heart is selfish and is likely to say to God (as in the 

parable), 'Hold on there, I have been faithful to You all my life, and this sinner has only just come 

back now on his knees begging; why must he have the same reward as me?' And God's reply would 

be, 'Am I not free to do as I wish with the treasures of grace that are mine? My thoughts are not 

your thoughts and my ways are not your ways.' And we too are called to love like this!" 

 
Fr Kevin 

 

MASS INTENTIONS W/C 20th September 2020 
 

Masses (some in private) this week 
  
Sunday 20th Sept:   The 25th Sunday in OT (A)  Sam Lukins RIP 
  
Monday 21st Sept:  St Matthew    Jim Coleman RIP 
 
Tuesday 22nd Sept:  Feria      The faithful departed of the Parish 
  
Wednesday 23rd Sept:    St Pius of Pietrelcina    All who are sick & suffering 
 
Thursday 24th Sept:  Our Lady of Walsingham   Fr Alexander Taylor 
      
Friday 25th Sept:   Feria     Persecuted Christians 
   
Saturday 26th Sept:                      Feria     People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 27th Sept:   The 26th Sunday in OT (A)  Una Mulvaney RIP 
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As we are unable to attend daily Mass, you might like to use this prayer to express our faith in Christ and His Presence 

in the Eucharist, and we ask him to unite Himself with us.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I 

embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.   

Amen.  

Live Stream Mass for the Sick, their Families and Care-Givers by Bishop Patrick every Thursday at 7pm. 

Re-opening for Mass We have obtained permission (as of this last Friday) to open the church for a single Sunday Mass 

on the 20th of September at 10.30am.  With apologies for the delay, it needs be said that the greatest challenge for us 

will be maintaining a steady rota of volunteer stewards to staff this and probably another earlier Mass sometime in 

October, ideally from those not isolating from the illness or otherwise vulnerable to being badly infected. We would be 

pleased to continue to receive applications from those of you who are happy to help as stewards; please send e-mail to 

the parish address and we shall be eventually in touch. 

 

Please do note that we are opening only for Mass, with restricted numbers at 10.30 am on a Sunday, at present. (Please 

note there are no toilet facilities available). We shall only expand further when we are more certain of the availability of 

volunteer stewards for other proposed Mass timings. As some of you have discovered booking is available online at 

https://massbooking.uk/. You can also book for some-one else with their name and contact details or if you have no 

online facility you can call 07714 521644. Please leave and message if necessary and we will get back to you as soon as 

we can. Family pews are available i.e for more than 3 people, otherwise please book no of seats only i.e. 1, 2 or 3.  

 Please note if you have not booked there will not be a seat for you and you will not able to attend Mass. 
 
We do apologise for the inconvenience of these measures, intended to ensure not only the adequately distanced seating 

arrangements in the church, but also the tracing system that the government wishes us to establish, (both) in order to 

attempt to control the spread of the virus. 

We would like to thank those who have volunteered to help steward the Masses because without them there would be 

no Mass. 

We would like to invite parishioners to assist with the memorial gardens at the church and with other beds around the 

grounds. Most of the work of maintaining our gardens has to do with a rather meditative watering of the various beds, 

especially during long periods without rain. This can be apportioned, as it has in the past, among volunteer gardeners, 

and all such activity is coordinated by our garden team. Please contact us in the usual manner if you would like to 

volunteer.  

Do you know of anyone who does not have a computer and therefore no access to our website and newsletter? 

If so, please let us know or ask them to contact us by phone (343777) so we can take their details and communicate with 

them in an alternative way. 

CAFOD have launched an appeal following the devastating explosion in Beirut. They say ‘With your help, we can 

reach families affected by the explosion with: Medical kits, Emergency food, Hygiene packs, Help to find shelter. If 

you would like to donate please go to https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Beirut-Emergency-Appeal 

Mass Intentions Fr Kevin, continues to celebrate Mass in private each day. If you would like to have a Mass Intention 

please email us parish@stjosephderby.org.uk  with the details, we will endeavour to meet any requests for specific dates 

where possible. You can send your donation either by cheque or by using the bank details below.  

Please keep in your prayers all those who are sick in whatever way around the world especially those in our parish, all 

those in hospital, nursing homes and being looked after at home. Also remember those who have died recently and 

those whose anniversaries occur around this time. Most importantly all those who work in the NHS striving heroically 

to keep us all safe, the emergency services, the drivers & supermarket staff, postman, refuse collectors and all those 

helping to keep the country going.  

Grapevine Issue 9 is now available via the ‘what’s on’ page on the Diocesan website.  

Derby County Community Trust’s food hub is a service to provide help and support to individuals who are 

vulnerable and disadvantage. From 1st of August the Government has stopped providing food parcels, leaving many 

families in hard times. At the fan tent located at Pride Park, Derby on Monday and Thursday from 10.00 am till 2.00 

pm, members of the local community can help donate food such as tinned items, dry foods, pet food and toiletries.     In 

addition to this DCCT are running a program to help tackle loneliness within our elderly community (55+) and are 

providing services such as Virtual Tea Parties, Cream Tea Package, Garden Gate Conversation, Monthly Newsletters, 

Tablets. For more info and to sign up go to https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/tackling-loneliness/ 

YOU CAN NOW DONATE to the your parish via the Diocesan website go to 

https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/information and you will see a yellow button at the top of the page ‘On line 

giving’. Just click on it and follow the simple instructions. 

Stay safe everyone 
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OFFERTORY & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 

Some parishioners have asked how they can continue to make their offerings during the period our 

churches are closed.  This is much appreciated; our Parish needs your continued support at this time. 

Coronavirus has raised some very particular financial challenges for us.  Not only do we have no plate 

and envelope collection but we cannot hire out our parish rooms either.  We must, however, continue to 

pay for essentials such as our priests’ living expenses, the upkeep of our buildings and other ongoing 

costs. 

Of course, we realise that the current emergency is affecting many people’s income and they may not be 

able to continue their level of offerings.  If this is the case, we fully understand, and our prayers are 

with you. 

If you currently pay by standing order, this will continue as usual unless you tell your bank to vary it. 

If you usually give by envelope or via cash in the collection, you could now donate via your online or 

telephone banking.  You can either make individual payments whenever you like, or you can set up a 

regular gift by Standing Order.  This can be stopped at any time, for example, if you wish to resume 

giving by cash or envelope once Sunday Mass is resumed. 

For the purposes of setting up a regular gift via your online banking, the parish bank details are: 

Account Name: St Joseph Derby RCP 

Account number:  02115609 

Sort code: 30-92-59 

Please put your name (e.g. D SMITH) in the payment reference so we know the gift is from you. This is 

particularly important if we have a signed gift aid mandate from you.  If you normally use numbered 

envelopes you should quote your envelope number as the payment reference (so D SMITH, the holder of 

envelope 19, would be D SMITH ENV 19). 

If you are a UK taxpayer, you also have the option of adding Gift Aid, whereby the UK government 

adds a further 25% to your donation.  Anyone wishing to set up a new Gift Aid arrangement should 

contact the parish office via email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk as we are not able to process the usual 

paper applications at this time. 

If you would like help to pay in this way, please simply email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk   

Please provide your name and telephone number so that we can contact you. 

Our parish relies on donations to stay open and provide care and support to everyone in our 

community. Now more than ever, please consider giving generously to support our mission and 

ministry. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 
 


