
 

 

 
 

    fifteenth Sunday in ordinary time (A) 

 

12th July 2020 
 
"Let's attempt to weave together the readings of Mass this weekend. That's usually easier with the first reading and the 

gospel reading, because the second reading has always been added almost as an after-though, because the Holy Father 

had thought we should have a good dose of Saint Paul every Sunday. So, in the first reading (Isaiah, chapter 55), God 

declares that just as rain falls upon the earth to bring fruit from it, so the word of God (here the Law of Moses but, in the 

latter and Christian reading, the Word of God who is Christ) will bring forth the fruit which God desires. Naturally, 

with this agrarian picture in mind, we are introduced to the great parable of the seed thrown on various types of soil 

(Matthew, chapter 13). 

 

"This is one of those parables that don't need to be explained, as so many of our Saints have noted. Because Christ 

Himself explained it, when requested to by the Apostles. Why do you speak in parables? they asked Him. And He 

replied that grace was required to be able to understand the parables well - the grace that would come to the Apostles 

and to the rest of us through the Sacraments. In this, I see a clear difference between an intellectual understanding of the 

teaching of Christ and the grace-filled appropriation and embrace of it by the Christian heart. This idea is built into the 

parable itself: for the seed to take root, the soil must be rich, or at any rate with the least amount of thorns to choke it. 

We have to be receptive to the Word of God, or it cannot even take root. And we need the grace of God to even be that 

receptive.  

 

"And this is where I weave in the second reading, for Saint Paul speaks (Romans, chapter 8) of the toil of the Christian 

life, what I could call the difficulty of remaining always open to grace and so like a patch of rich soil, which can deliver 

the fruit God desires of it. And even when we are being a rich soil and bearing fruit, Paul says that we groan within 

ourselves, awaiting the glory that will be our reward for persevering." 

 
 

Fr Kevin 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS W/C 12th July 2020 
 
                Private Masses this week 
  
 Sunday 12th July: 15th Sunday of OT People of the Parish  
 
 Monday 13th July:  Feria   All those who work in the health service 
  
 Tuesday 14h July:  Feria          Carmel Kelly RIP 
  
 Wednesday 15th July:      St Bonaventure  All those who are ill or otherwise suffering 
  
 Thursday 16th July:          Feria  Vocations to the priesthood and Religious life. 
  
 Friday 17th July:  Feria  Intentions of V. & Z. P. 
  
 Saturday 18th July:        Our Lady’s Saturday Joe Coleman RIP  
 
  
As we are unable to attend daily Mass, you might like to use this prayer to express our faith in Christ and His Presence 

in the Eucharist, and we ask him to unite Himself with us.  
 
 



 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I 

embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.   

Amen.  

Live Stream Mass for the Sick, their Families and Care-Givers by Bishop Patrick every Thursday at 7pm. 

The Government has recently allowed churches to open for private prayer and public worship. This is under complex 

restrictions and conditions which we have not yet been able to meet. Please see below. Locally, Masses are being 

offered in:- St Mary’s - Weekdays 13:00, Saturday 12:00, Sundays 9:00, 11:00, and 18.30 pm. Limited seats available 

so please book via https://massbooking.uk/ Holy Spirit – Sunday 11.15 St George’s – Saturday 17.30, Sunday 9.30, & 

18.00, weekdays 9.30. Limited seats available in all churches so please book via https://massbooking.uk/ St. 

Maksymilian Kolbe, (Polish): Masses: Mondays through Saturdays, 9.10; Sundays, 9.00, 10.30, 12.00, 18.00. (no 

other information available). St. Hugh, Borrowash is also now open for prayer on Wednesdays, 18.00 – 20.00 as is St 

Alban’s – Saturday 3.00- 7.00 pm 

Volunteer Stewards As many of you know by now, churches have been permitted to open for private prayer and now 

for Masses, but still with restrictions on numbers and multiple provisos. One of the most challenging conditions to fulfil 

is the staffing of churches with volunteer stewards, who must themselves not be isolating from the illness or otherwise 

vulnerable to being infected. The Bishop’s have now indicated that anyone over 70 can now also apply, but they do so 

at their own risk and take responsibility for their own safety. We would be glad to hear from anyone of any age over 16 

who wishes to volunteer, please send your details to parish@stjosephderby.org.uk We may only open our church after 

much consideration, verification, and following application to the Bishop but volunteers are an essential role in this and 

without you we will be unable to proceed. 

Do you know of anyone who does not have a computer and therefore no access to our website and newsletter? 

If so please let us know or ask them to contact us by phone (343777) so we can take their details and communicate with 

them in an alternative way. 

Following a recent, successful PPC meeting using the Zoom video-conferencing software, Father Kevin wishes to 

know if any of our parishioners would be interested in having Zoom tea/coffee mornings (twice a week: on Friday 

morning, to mimic the regular Friday coffee mornings; and on Sunday, at a convenient time, perhaps in the afternoon). 

Some parishes have implemented this around the diocese, with success. Call through or e-mail in the usual way to show 

your interest, and we could begin on the Friday coming. Some of you may already be using Zoom to communicate with 

family members and friends, so you will be familiar with it. Others may be helped to get online with Zoom." 

Mass Intentions Fr Kevin, when he celebrates Mass in private each day, has been working through all the intentions 

received but unavoidably held when Fr John was indisposed. We are now at the end of those Masses already requested 

apart from those with forthcoming dates. If you would like to have a Mass Intention please email us 

parish@stjosephderby.org.uk  with the details, we will endeavour to meet any requests for specific dates where 

possible. You can send your donation either by cheque or by using the bank details below.  

Please keep in your prayers all those who are sick in whatever way around the world especially those in our parish, all 

those in hospital, nursing homes and being looked after at home. Also remember those who have died recently and 

those whose anniversaries occur around this time. Most importantly all those who work in the NHS striving heroically 

to keep us all safe, the emergency services, the drivers & supermarket staff, postman, refuse collectors and all those 

helping to keep the country going.  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sarah Rafferty RIP who died earlier this week and her family and friends who 

grieve. May she rest in peace.  

St Joseph’s Pre-school situated on Mill Hill Lane Derby which has been established for over 30 years and is rated as 

Good by Ofsted has some places available for September 2020 offering 15 and 30 hours of flexible free childcare for 2 

,3 & 4 year olds depending on eligibility. Opening times are 7.45am to 5.45pm term time only. Please contact Kirsty 

Sharp or Tess Dunbavin on 01332 372453  or by email at stjosephspreschool@yahoo.co.uk to discuss availability. 

Applications for The Briars Team 2020-2021 Based in Derbyshire at our retreat centre (The Briars), successful 

applicants will live together in community for 11 months, working across the Diocese of Nottingham with young people 

in Schools and Parishes and providing Digital Ministry and content via our YouTube channel, thus carrying out the 

mission of NDCYS August 2020 - July 2021. YouTube.com/ndcyslive Applicants should be ages 18-25. For more 

information or for an application pack, please email director@ndcys.com 

Derby Friends of Life – Afternoon Tea. Would you like to host an afternoon tea (following current government 

guidelines of course) to raise much needed money for the Life charity?  In July last year we got out OUR best china for 

YOU and held our first Afternoon Tea to raise funds for the Life Charity.  We had planned to hold our second Tea on 

18 July 2020 but, due to the current Covid-19 situation, this will not now be  possible.   So…….. this year we would 

like you to get out YOUR best china (or mug) for LIFE.  Why not hold your own Afternoon Tea on 18 July on your 

own or with those living with you?  Invite friends for Tea in the garden?  For more information and printed invitations 

please contact Barbara on 07977 041240. We would also like you to consider giving a donation to Life charity on our 

Justgivingpage https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/friendsofderbylifeafternoontea  or by visiting the Life Charity 

Shop, 16 St. Peter’s Way, DE1 2NR, tel. 01332 346686. 

Grapevine Issue 5 is now available via the ‘what’s on’ page on the Diocesan website.  

It is with regret that following some recent vandalism and potentially dangerous activities in the grounds the decision 

has been taken to lock the gates from 6.30pm each evening, and will be unlocked again early each morning. 

https://massbooking.uk/
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Stay safe everyone 
 

OFFERTORY & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 

Some parishioners have asked how they can continue to make their offerings during the period our 

churches are closed.  This is much appreciated; our Parish needs your continued support at this time. 

Coronavirus has raised some very particular financial challenges for us.  Not only do we have no plate 

and envelope collection but we cannot hire out our parish rooms either.  We must, however, continue to 

pay for essentials such as our priests’ living expenses, the upkeep of our buildings and other ongoing 

costs. 

Of course, we realise that the current emergency is affecting many people’s income and they may not be 

able to continue their level of offerings.  If this is the case, we fully understand, and our prayers are 

with you. 

If you currently pay by standing order, this will continue as usual unless you tell your bank to vary it. 

If you usually give by envelope or via cash in the collection, you could now donate via your online or 

telephone banking.  You can either make individual payments whenever you like, or you can set up a 

regular gift by Standing Order.  This can be stopped at any time, for example, if you wish to resume 

giving by cash or envelope once Sunday Mass is resumed. 

For the purposes of setting up a regular gift via your online banking, the parish bank details are: 

Account Name: St Joseph Derby RCP 

Account number:  02115609 

Sort code: 30-92-59 

Please put your name (e.g. D SMITH) in the payment reference so we know the gift is from you. This is 

particularly important if we have a signed gift aid mandate from you.  If you normally use numbered 

envelopes you should quote your envelope number as the payment reference (so D SMITH, the holder of 

envelope 19, would be D SMITH ENV 19). 

If you are a UK taxpayer, you also have the option of adding Gift Aid, whereby the UK government 

adds a further 25% to your donation.  Anyone wishing to set up a new Gift Aid arrangement should 

contact the parish office via email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk as we are not able to process the usual 

paper applications at this time. 

If you would like help to pay in this way, please simply email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk   

Please provide your name and telephone number so that we can contact you. 

Our parish relies on donations to stay open and provide care and support to everyone in our 

community. Now more than ever, please consider giving generously to support our mission and 

ministry. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 


