
 

 

 
 

Pentecost sunday (A) 
 

31st May 2020 
 
“Dear friends, Pentecost is first of all a Jewish festival, so that you'll forgive me if I fall back into my old 

song about the Jewish nature of Catholic identity and the place of the Acts of the Apostles (the book that 

follows the Gospels in the Holy Bible) in our self-understanding as a Church. The Jewish festival of Shavuot 

(meaning Weeks, 'Pentecost' in Greek) was intended to celebrate both the wheat harvest of ancient times in 

the Holy Land and, more importantly, the giving of the Torah or the Law of Moses to the people assembled 

at the foot of Mount Sinai. You all know the story of Moses and the stone tablets; it has become a part of 

Western Christianity's cultural inheritance. Pentecost was measured as fifty days (seven weeks) from 

Passover, just as Christians measure it as fifty days from the Pasch (Easter), and ten days from the 

Ascension.  

 

Now, the Hebrews and the Jews understood the giving of the Torah/Law of Moses to the people as the 

foundation of the ancient nation of Israel, for God made his solemn covenant with the people at the same 

event. The idea was that the people were freed from Egypt at Passover and bound together as a nation united 

in love of God at Pentecost. Now what does the Church do when Christ frees her from slavery to sin at 

Easter, thus redeeming her at the price of His own Blood? She waits in prayer for nine days after the 

Ascension and is surprised when her celebration of the Jewish Pentecost is crowned with the arrival of the 

long-awaited Holy Spirit. And we still today count this event as a possible birthday of the Church, when the 

Apostles and their associates burst forth upon the people in Jerusalem with the Good News of Christ. 

As our readings at Mass today tells us, the Holy Spirit is not just the glue binding Christians together, but He 

is also a powerful source of grace, producing supernatural gifts in the very beings of Christians. Why are we 

not all Saints? We should be, with this extraordinary Gift." 

 

Fr Kevin 

 

MASS INTENTIONS W/C 31st May 2020 
 

                Private Masses this week 

  

Sunday 31stMay:  Pentecost Sunday    John Kelly RIP 
  
Monday 1st June:  Mary, Mother of the Church  Prayers for S.R. 
  
Tuesday 2nd June:  Feria            All souls 
  
Wednesday 3rd June:  St Charles Lwanga & Comp., 

    Martyrs of Uganda          Padraic Quinn RIP  
  
Thursday 4th June:  Our Lord Jesus Christ  Vocations 
  
Friday 5th June:   St Boniface           Canon J Beel RIP 
 
Saturday 6th June:  Feria    People of the Parish 
  



 

 

 As we are unable to attend daily Mass, you might like to use this prayer to express our faith in Christ and His 

Presence in the Eucharist, and we ask him to unite Himself with us.  

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I 

embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 

You.   Amen.  
 
Mass Intentions Fr Kevin is still working through all the intentions received but unavoidably held when he 

celebrates Mass in private each day. We know you will understand the delays. Where a specific date was 

requested these will be honoured. We are now coming to the end of the Masses already requested apart from those 

with forthcoming dates. If you wish to have a Mass Intention please email us parish@stjosephderby.org.uk  with 

the details, we will endeavour to meet any requests for specific dates where possible. You can send your donation 

either by cheque or by using the bank details below. 
  
Please keep in your prayers all those who are sick in whatever way around the world especially those in our 

parish, all those in hospital, nursing homes and being looked after at home. Also remember those who have died 

recently and those whose anniversaries occur around this time.  

Most importantly all those who work in the NHS striving heroically to keep us all safe, the emergency services, 

the drivers & supermarket staff, postman, refuse collectors and all those helping to keep the country going. 

Please especially keep in your prayers S R who is seriously ill in hospital. 
 
Welcome to Grapevine a newsletter set up by the Adult Formation Department and Justice & Peace Commission 

to bring news from these areas. You can find it on the ‘news’ page of the Diocesan website and it is hoped to be 

updated on roughly a fortnightly basis. 
  
Parishes, schools and communities around the Diocese are encouraged to make Thursdays a special day for 

prayer for Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life.  Where possible our Mass will be for Vocations each 

Thursday.  Visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/vocations-sunday-2020 for vocation stories. 
 
Journeying Together please see webpage for this issue. 
 
It is with regret that following some recent vandalism and potential dangerous activities in the grounds the 

decision has been taken to lock the gates from 6.30pm each evening, and will be unlocked again each morning. 
 
Director of Adult Formation for Mission The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult 

Formation for Mission to work with the Bishop of Nottingham and the Parishes of the Diocese to lead the creation 

and delivery of opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan Vision and Mission and the three 

themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship, and helping our people to grow in confidence as 

practical, engaging, Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus Christ in their everyday lives.  

This would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics, evangelisation or pastoral ministry, 

experienced in leading catechesis and evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. Salary: 

£45,000 - £50,000 dependant on qualifications and experience For more information and an application pack 

email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk Closing date 22nd June 2020. 
 
ALERT We are hearing about increasing numbers of fraudulent e-mails particularly relating to fund raising. 

Please scroll down for some tips on what to look out for. 

  
  

 

Stay safe everyone 
 

Light a candle, safely – or if you have a battery one, put it on….and have it lit for the day – and 

each hour pray: ” Lord, send labourers into your harvest.”  
Pope Francis invites us:  
Dear friends, in the ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue to 
promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them to discover 
with gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome all 
weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song of praise for God, for their 
brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede 
for us.ear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary pastoral life of our 
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communities, I ask the Church to continue to promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the 
faithful and enable each of them to discover with gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage 
to say “yes” to God, to overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a 
song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May the Virgin Mary 
accompany us and intercede for us. 
 

ALERT 
SCAM DIRECTED AT  

PARISHES AND PARISH PRIEST 
 
We have become aware of a group of individuals who are scanning parish websites from 
which they gather information on the parish in order to target the Parish Priest. 
As an example the scammers will identify that the parish was looking to raise money for a 
significant project such as a major renovation, an individual over social media will then 
make contact and befriend the Parish Priest telling him that they are due to come into a 
significant amount of money and would like to make a sizeable donation to the project. 
They will then start asking for money to pay fees etc to get the money released. 
They will ask that the money is sent via an untraceable means normally a pre paid card of 
some sort. 
BE AWARE THIS IS ONE OF THE OLDEST SCAMS IN THE BOOK. 
In addition to straightforward fraud the individual will also endeavour to get the Priest to 
behave inappropriately on line. If they manage to get inappropriate conduct they will then 
subsequently use this to blackmail the individual. 
Please be aware this going on. 
Simple Tips 

• If something seems to good to be true then it probably is. 

• Take extreme care as to what information is displayed on Parish websites and social media 

(Facebook, Twitter, What’s App etc)   

• Under no circumstances pay an individual who you meet on line with out being very clear 

who they are.  Never pay money other than into traceable bank accounts. 

• This is only one potential scam please be aware of emails, Texts or calls purporting to 

come from your bank or a government agency saying you have a refund or are owed some 

money these are almost always a scam.  No such organisation will ask you for personal 

details by this means. 

• If you have any concerns report the matter to your local safeguarding Office or seek 

professional advice  

For further information www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 

Some parishioners have asked how they can continue to make their offerings during the period our 

churches are closed.  This is much appreciated; our Parish needs your continued support at this time. 

Coronavirus has raised some very particular financial challenges for us.  Not only do we have no plate 

and envelope collection but we cannot hire out our parish rooms either.  We must, however, continue to 

pay for essentials such as our priests’ living expenses, the upkeep of our buildings and other ongoing 

costs. 

http://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/


 

 

Of course, we realise that the current emergency is affecting many people’s income and they may not be 

able to continue their level of offerings.  If this is the case, we fully understand, and our prayers are 

with you. 

If you currently pay by standing order, this will continue as usual unless you tell your bank to vary it. 

If you usually give by envelope or via cash in the collection, you could now donate via your online or 

telephone banking.  You can either make individual payments whenever you like, or you can set up a 

regular gift by Standing Order.  This can be stopped at any time, for example, if you wish to resume 

giving by cash or envelope once Sunday Mass is resumed. 

For the purposes of setting up a regular gift via your online banking, the parish bank details are: 

Account Name: St Joseph Derby RCP 

Account number:  02115609 

Sort code: 30-92-59 

Please put your name (e.g. D SMITH) in the payment reference so we know the gift is from you. This is 

particularly important if we have a signed gift aid mandate from you.  If you normally use numbered 

envelopes you should quote your envelope number as the payment reference (so D SMITH, the holder of 

envelope 19, would be D SMITH ENV 19). 

If you are a UK taxpayer, you also have the option of adding Gift Aid, whereby the UK government 

adds a further 25% to your donation.  Anyone wishing to set up a new Gift Aid arrangement should 

contact the parish office via email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk as we are not able to process the usual 

paper applications at this time. 

If you would like help to pay in this way, please simply email parish@stjosephderby.org.uk   

Please provide your name and telephone number so that we can contact you. 

Our parish relies on donations to stay open and provide care and support to everyone in our 

community. Now more than ever, please consider giving generously to support our mission and 

ministry. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

PLEASE STAY AT HOME  if you can 


